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The next Fall, 1905, shows several pleasing

football results, as

—

; "Villanova Strong. Beats Pitt."

^ "Villanova Beats Fordham, 16-5. Wins Cath-

ojic Championship,"

;{ The strong Penn eleven of 1906 managed a

22-12 victory. Then in '07, Fordham went under
again in a 15-11 game. Which brings to one of the

"big years," 1908. Here we have Villanova beat-

ing Penn, with the newspaper comment, "Penn was
decisively outplayed throughout the game;"
Thorpe and his Carlisle Indians won a fast 10-0

game. And Princeton emerged from the annual
fracas winner by a single touchdown. We noticed

several things in the news account of the game:
"Cross Tiger Goal Line. Touchdown Not Al-

lowed." Odd how often that happens in these

games with the big elevens ! Fordham won on a
safety that year, 2-0.

Baseball for these years included victories over

Dartmouth, William, Penn, Carlisle, State, Holy
Cross, Bucknell, Fordham.

The feature of the 1906 grid season was an 11-6

victory over Navy. The news report says "the

winning scores followed unusual and brilliantly

executed plays." '

The best performance for 1910 was a scoreless

tie with State. In '11, Princeton, Penn State and
Pitt were too strong for the Blue and White eleven.

Villanova was then at the bottom of the cycle. In
.'12, they started up, with C. U. and Fordham as

the victims. In '13 Dickinson and Fordham played
the minor role. Fordham lost again in '14. With
them went Swarthmore and Ursinus. This year
we find Muhlenberg, our present Thanksgiving
Day opponents, on the list for the first time. The
game was a scoreless tie. Our football fortunes
were very near their peak, reached the next year.

To revert to baseball—from the games of these

years, in which the Blue and White more than
broke even, we will cite some of the more im-
portant ones. In 1909, Princeton lost a 9-6 con-

test. State lost a fast 2-1 game, and another,
11-3. State lost again in '10. Syracuse was able

to take a close tussle by a 3-1 tally. The next few
years, up to '15, show no exceptional results, either

victorious or otherwise.

Which brings us back to football, and the much
talked-of '15 team. The first entry in the record
book for this year is a 9-6 victory over Muhlenberg.
On the next page one reads that Lebanon Valley
was unable to solve "Dutch" Sommers hidden pass
plays, and therefore sat back and watched touch-
downs spring up all around them. And next is

this entry

—

"Villanova Proves Army's Bogie, 16-13. Hal-

lowe'en Surprise Sprung by Pennsylvanians Out-

playing Cadets. Speed Mystifies Soldiers."

It seems that the clever aerial game of Mr.

Sommers' proteges literally went over the heads of

the Generals. The next entry, a 34-0 rout of Ford-

ham, seems like anti-climax.

The next year is more than anti-climax. Hav-

ing reached the peak of grid fortunes, the Blue and

White started down the other side. Mr. Sommers
was lost, strayed or stolen, and most of the team
of '15 graduated. The new coach with new men
didn't do so well. They were, however, able to

beat Muhlenberg. Then the war happened along.

A scoreless tie with Muhlenberg and a 7-7 tie with

Ursinus were the best offerings of the '17 season.

In '18, St. Joseph's furnished the occasion for two
victories and Drexel for one. Muhlenberg and
Bucknell won. In 1919 things were better. Army
and Gettysburg won; Susquehanna, St. Joseph's,

C. U., N. Y. Aggies and Muhlenberg lost. The
grid season of '20 was disappointing. C. U. and
George Washington, victories. In the first game in

several years, Fordham won, 14-0. The results

for '21 are a bit different. The only game lost was
to Army. Fordham, C. U., Gettysburg, Lebanon,

Ursinus, P. M. C, Mt. St. Mary's lost by scores

ranging from 41-7 to 6-0. The Fordham game,
score 19-14, was, from the account, a hectic affair

played in the final quarter by star-light. Plays

were disallowed because the referee couldn't see

the players.

In the meantime, the baseball team was rolling

pleasantly along. At times brilliantly, at times

quiet and steady, but always better than the aver-

age of their opponents. In '15 the followers of the

great god Swat romped over the opposition at

Princeton and won 6-5. A last inning rally won
for Penn, 3-2. In '16 Penn and Princeton went
down; C. U. joined the honored ranks of Villanova

victims. In '17, the lads with the V's on their

sweaters blanked Princeton, 11-0. 1918 and '19

were good years, with a 2-1 game at West Point

in '19. Princeton won a warm 5-4 contest in '20.

They won again in '21 by a 3-1 score. C. U. was
toppled by a 4-1 margin in one of the best games
of the season.

In this same year a new major sport and a new
team made its appearance—the basketball team,

with "Mike" Saxe as mentor. The first season was
a success. C. U., St. Joe's, Temple, Lebanon, Rah-
way, were the first to fall on the courts to Villa-

nova. And the following season, '22, was equally

successful. Penn, Georgetown, Army, alone de-

feated the Blue and White.


